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‘The Voice of Auctioneers & Valuers in Ireland’



Dear Members 
I am delighted to invite you to IPAV’s 51st AGM and Annual 
Conference 2022 which takes place in the very convenient 
setting of the Hodson Bay Hotel, outside Athlone, which is just 
a short distance from the M6 on the Dublin to Galway Road on 
Saturday, July 9.  I hope this very central location will see a huge 
turnout for what promises to be once again a very worthwhile 
and enjoyable event.

After two years of virtual and curtailed AGMs, I am delighted 
to see a full conference once again where members can meet up 
and enjoy this very special annual occasion. This year’s AGM and 
Conference is a one-day event with the traditional Gala Dinner 
in the evening. At the beginning of the afternoon’s Conference, 
I will be honoured to hand over the chain of office to well-
known West of Ireland estate agent and current IPAV Senior 
Vice-President Gerry Coffey. Gerry needs no introduction to 
members, and I know he will serve the office with pride and 
distinction.

Once again, IPAV has brought together an interesting panel of 
speakers, who will provide some very stimulating presentations 
and thoughts for discussion.  There will also be an opportunity 
for members to give their views in the Questions and Answers 
sessions. The Afternoon Seminar is also a CPD event for all 
holders of REV or TRV status. 

This year I am delighted to welcome a new Conference 
Moderator, well-known to all from his role for almost 30 years as 
RTE’s Midlands correspondent, Ciaran Mullooly. The afternoon 
session will open with an address by incoming President Gerry 
Coffey when he gives an outline of his aims for his term of office.  

The Conference will be officially opened by the Minister of 
State for Local Government & Planning, Peter Burke TD.  Later 
there will be presentations from Stephen McCarron, President 
of Propertymark NAEA, Keith Higgins Mayo All-Star footballer 
and hurler, Emily Chenevert, CEO of the Austin Board of Realtors 
(ABOR); Hanne Sagalowsky, NAR Global Co-ordinator for 
Western Europe, and Israel; Jim Kinney, the NAR Ambassador 
to Ireland and the UK; Lorraine Higgins BL and finally a couch 
discussion with well-known Galway entrepreneur and founder 
of Supermac’s, Pat MacDonagh.

Finally, to close the event, there will be the ever-popular Gala 
Dinner with a special surprise guest!

All in all, the 2022 Annual Conference should once again prove 
to be a very memorable occasion for all to enjoy. I wish to thank 
our CEO Pat Davitt and all the staff involved in the preparations 
for the event which should be a major success and I look forward 
to meeting you in Athlone.

Best wishes 

Paul McCourtney

President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

51ST AGM & ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022 
SATURDAY, JULY 9

10.00am  
TEA/COFFEE &  
TRADE STANDS EXHIBITION

10.30am   
AGM (MEMBERS ONLY) 

12.30pm – 1.30pm : LUNCH

1.30pm – 2.00pm  
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 

2.00pm – 5.00pm  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
(3 TEGOVA CPD HOURS)

7.00pm: DRINKS RECEPTION

7.30pm: GALA DINNER

Incoming President Gerry Coffey joined IPAV in 2005, was elected 
to IPAV’s National Council in 2015 and elected as IPAV Junior 
Vice-President in 2020.  Gerry’s family-run business has an office in 
Williamstown Galway, and covers North Galway, West Roscommon 
and East Mayo, with Gerry’s wife, Anne also an IPAV member, 
playing an important part in the running of the business. As one 
of the best recognised valuers in the region, Gerry continued to 
improve his business and was awarded the Recognised European 
Valuer (REV) status in 2014.

Gerry regularly contributes to both local and national radio 
programmes to discuss the property market in the west of Ireland 
with particular emphasis on farmland sales leasing and renting.  

GERRY COFFEY – 
INCOMING IPAV 
PRESIDENT

Ciarán Mullooly –  
Conference Moderator 
After working as a broadcaster and journalist with 
RTE for over 30 years, Ciarán Mullooly is now 
employed as a community development and social 
enterprise worker in County Roscommon. An 
author and newspaper columnist, Ciarán was born 
in Lanesborough, County Longford and is deeply 

involved in voluntary groups and organisations.
He is a former Vice District Governor of the Lions Clubs of Ireland and 
a member of the founding committees of the Quad Youth Centre in 
Roscommon town and the Pieta House Midlands Centre in Athlone. He 
holds an honours degree in Business and Community Enterprise and 
graduated in 2022 with a Post Grad Diploma in Tourism Management 
and Destination Leadership.



IPAV CONFERENCE 2022 SCHEDULE

2:00pm:  Pat Davitt – CEO, IPAV - Welcome & Introduction  

2:05pm:   Official Hand-Over of the President’s Chain by outgoing  
President Paul McCourtney to Incoming President Gerry Coffey  

2:10pm:  Address by Incoming President Gerry Coffey

2:20pm:  Official Opening of Conference by Minister of State Peter Burke TD
Peter Burke was appointed Minister of State for Local Government and Planning in July of 2020. A chartered 
accountant by profession, he is a native of Mullingar and was first elected to the Dáil in 2016, having been 
involved in electoral politics since 2009 when he was first elected to Westmeath County Council.  

2:40pm:  Stephen McCarron – President of NAEA Propertymark
Stephen McCarron is the President of Propertymark National Association of Estate Agents. He is both a 
Recognised European Valuer & Chartered Building Surveyor. A Director of Donnybrook Estate Agents in 
Derry he has over 30 years of experience in the property field with a particular influence in Land & New 
Homes Sales & Acquisitions. He is a Fellow of the National Association of Estate Agents and a Fellow of the 
National Association of Valuers as well as a Member of the IPAV SCSI & CABE.  As President of the NAEA 
he would like to foster closer ties with the IPAV to introduce the REV course to Northern Ireland members 
and UK members as he believes that TEGoVA Blue Book Valuations are at the cutting edge of residential and 
commercial appraisals in Europe 

3:00pm:  Keith Higgins – Gaelic All Star Football & Hurling Career  
& Promoter for MDNA Charity

Keith Higgins is a former Mayo senior footballer (2005 – 2020), winning eight Connacht titles, one National 
League, four All-Stars and one All-Ireland U-21. He was a Nicky Rackard Cup winner with Mayo Hurlers 
in 2016 & 2021. He was involved in organising “Hurling for Hope” charity event in March 2022 raising over 
€225K for Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association and Mayo Roscommon Hospice.  A qualified Financial 
Advisor with Bank of Ireland since 2006, he has been working as a Mortgage Advisor for the past 5 years 

> Emily Chenevert – CEO Austin Board of Realtors (ABOR) 
Emily Chenevert is the Chief Executive Officer of the Austin Board of REALTORS® and ACTRIS MLS, 
serving nearly 20,000 members and subscribers across the 18-county Central Texas region. Host of the 
ScratchThat podcast, Emily speaks nationally to real estate organizations about association strategy and 
innovation, MLS data technology, housing equity and accessibility, and more. Her background in public 
affairs brings a proven track record and passion for advocating on behalf of REALTORS® and homeowners. 
In 2021, Emily was named Board Chair for MLS Technology Holdings, LLC, which recently acquired 
Remine as part of a landmark partnership between four major MLSs across the U.S.

3:20pm:  Emily Chenevert – CEO Austin Board of Realtors (ABOR) - Overview 
of Ambassadorship programme, its advantages to both IPAV and NAR 
& the US Property market 

FOLLOWED BY A COUCH DISCUSSION (3:30pm – 4:05pm)
Emily Chenevert – CEO Austin Board of Realtors (ABOR)
Hanne Sagalowsky – NAR Global Coordinator for Western Europe and Israel.
Jim Kinney – National Association of Realtors (NAR) 

Involvement of NAR with the Ambassadorship programme



Tel: 01 - 678 5685    e-mail: info@ipav.ie    Website: www.ipav.ie

SPONSORED BY

> Hanne Sagalowsky – NAR Global Coordinator for Western Europe and Israel. 
Born in Denmark, educated in Europe and at Indiana University in the USA, Hanne has lived in Dallas 30+ years. 
She is fluent in several languages, and specializes and excels in relocation, having worked with transferees from most 
major DFW corporations. Hanne was inducted into the RPAC Hall of Fame in 2010. She helps buyers and sellers in 
Dallas and all surrounding areas. She is the top producer in the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury office in Dallas and 
has the #1 Coldwell Banker Team in Texas in production.Hanne is active in many professional organizations. She is a 
past President of the MetroTex Association of Realtors, past President of North Texas MLS, a Director of the National 
Association of Realtors, and the Texas Association of Realtors. She is also a Graduate of the NAR Leadership Program 
as well as the Texas Leadership program and a Recipient of the Omega Tau Rho Medal for exceptional service to the 
real estate industry.  She currently serves as the National Association of Realtors Coordinator to Western Europe and 
Israel.

> Jim Kinney - Global NAR Ambassador to UK & Ireland
Jim Kinney is a former recipient of the C.A.R. and NAR “REALTOR® of the Year” awards, Jim is currently working in 
Baird and Warner’s Gold Coast office as the Vice President of Luxury Sales. Jim has not only been actively engaged 
with C.A.R.; he has also served as Illinois Association of REALTORS®’  Chapter President, Dean of the Realtor 
Institute and President of the Real Estate Education Foundation and as a part of NAR’s Executive Committee.

4:05pm:  Lorraine Higgins BL - Founder & Chief Executive,  
Rockwood Public Affairs - Update on IPAV initiatives 

Lorraine Higgins is founder and Chief Executive of Rockwood Consulting, a public affairs company based in 
Dublin, Ireland. Lorraine is a former Senator, barrister, and a highly experienced public policy professional, 
media commentator and strategist. She has worked as a strategic consultant to a number of representative bodies 
and blue-chip multinational companies, leading their government affairs function in Ireland.  A public speaker 
she has contributed to many public discussions on eCommerce and digital development and most recently 
addressed the United Nations eCommerce Week in Geneva and the Greek eCommerce Expo. based in Castlebar, 
Co. Mayo. 

4:25pm:  Pat McDonagh – CEO Supermacs, Businessman. Couch Discussion with 
Ciaran Mullooly 

Pat McDonagh is the Managing Director of Ireland’s most successful indigenous quick service family restaurant 
group, Supermac’s. Pat started his career as a teacher and, having always had an interest in business, he decided 
to explore this further by opening his first restaurant outlet in Ballinasloe in 1978.  Pat met Una very early on in 
the story of Supermac’s and both have been key and instrumental to the success story it has become today. With 
over 116 restaurants throughout the country, the company employs over 4,500 people nationally and has helped 
to establish up to 60 self-employed franchisees in their own successful businesses. The Group consist of the 
Supermac’s chain of family restaurants, The Plaza Group of motorway service stations and the Só Hotels Group. 
The latest Supermac’s to open was at The Portlaoise Plaza with the creation of 120 jobs. Pat and his wife, Una, are 
the owners of the Só Hotel Group. Pat was recently awarded the Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award 
for Industry and the Outstanding Contribution to Franchising Award by the Irish Franchise Association. 

4:55pm:  Pat Davitt, CEO, IPAV - Conference Sum-Up and Close  


