


Events

26  | The Property Professional

CONNECT
EVENTS

Highlights of the IPAV calendar

The National 
Property Awards 

2024
InterContinental Hotel, Dublin

29th February 2024
 It was a great night of celebration 

at National Property Awards 
2024, and we congratulate all 

involved in this excellent event.  
Congratulations to Pat Davitt, 

IPAV CEO on winning the Lifetime 
Achievement Award and to Liz 

O’Kane, IPAV Member, on winning 
Buyer’s Agent of the Year.   Pictured 

on stage accepting his award 
with Ivan Yates, Pat said he was 

honouned and humbled to receive 
such an award and thanked the 

Business Post and judges for 
bestowing such an award on him.  

FROM TOP: Ivan Yates shares an anecdote with Pat 
Davitt on stage at the National Property Awards; 
The IPAV Team on the night; (LEFT) Pat Davitt 
IPAV CEO wins the Lifetime Achievement Award; 
(BELOW) Liz O’Kane, IPAV Member, wins Buyer’s 
Agent of the Year. 
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Visit our showroom to see the latest innovaons. 
Unit B1 Ballymount Corporate Park, Ballymount Avenue, Dublin 12 D12 CC43,   t. 01 4295 777   

Sean Douglas 

Be Remarkable 
Make the most of your windows and internal space 
with Douglas Displays. With unrivalled quality and 
experse it’s me to get in touch and find out about 
the latest innovaons in visual displays. 

 Window  & Interior 
Displays Specialists  

 Backlit Paper 
 Accessories   

Make the most of 
your Presentaon by 
using Backlit Paper 

IPAV Cross-Party 
Oireachtas Committee on 
Property Market Reform

Leinster House, Dublin 2
November 2023

 Members of the Cross-Party Oireachtas 
Committee on Property Market Reform met 
to discuss the current property market and  
The Seller’s Legal Pack for Property Buyers 
Bills 2021. IPAV Member Barry McDonald 
presented to the Committee 2023’s Q3 

Average House Price Index, indicating a 
return to peak celtic tiger prices.

After flying in from Texas, USA to be 
a judge at  IPAV’s recent Rostrum 

Competition, Mike Jones was 
presented by Genevieve McGuirk, 

IPAV’s book ,The History of The 
Institute of Professional Auctioneers 
and Valuers, in appreciation for his 
support and contribution to IPAV.  

Mike enjoyed a whistle stop tour of 
Ireland, and  thanked all members and 

staff for their hospitality.ABOVE: Raymond Smith MIPAV and Marc 
MacSharry TD. RIGHT: John Kennedy FIPAV, 
IPAV President , Barry MacDonald MIPAV, Marc 
MacSharry TD and Pat Davitt FIPAV, IPAV CEO

ABOVE: Barry McDonald MIPAV, Marc MacSharry 
TD and Ella Dunphy FIPAV.

ABOVE: Mike Jones & Genevieve McGuirk.
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The Big Debate

808080
Each quarter, we’re going to be asking our members a question and getting the inside scoop 

on your thoughts and opinions. For this, our first Big Debate, we asked for your hot takes on the issue 
of property staging, and the results were illuminating…

THE BIG DEBATE: 

To Stage, or Not To Stage?

Do you think that staging a residential property is worth 
the money and e�ort, or not?

Do you think that staging a residential 
property entices buyers to view and o�er? 

 Or can it be a distraction?

WHAT YOU 
SAID…

“Definitely worth 
it on a vacant 

property to help 
a buyer visualise 
themselves living 

there” 
Bernadette Denby, 
Bernadette Denby 

Auctioneer Valuer & 
Estate Agent 

NOT EVERYONE AGREES…

“This is Ireland, not LA” 
Anonymous 
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WHAT YOU SAID…
“First time buyers in particular find it 

challenging to see past a blank canvas”
John Fogarty, RE/MAX 

“It depends on the property,
 new builds can sell well as

 a blank canvas” 
Adrianna Hegarty,

Hegarty Properties East Cork
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“it is worth it.”agreed

“Sometimes [you] 
can’t make a silk 

purse out of a 
sows ear” 

Martin Tynan, 
Tynan Martin 
Drumcondra

“It ’s never a distraction. 
Many Buyers will buy 

with their eyes. A good 
agent simply wants footfall 

at a property and any 
inducements to increase 

footfall should always 
be welcomed” 

Ciarán Dunphy, DNG, Kilkenny Distraction
18

Is it easier to sell a blank canvas,
 instead of staging?

75%

25%
It IS easier to sell a blank canvas 

It is NOT easier to sell a blank canvas

“Something I have been 
doing for years… Proof 
[is] in the pudding. Our 

properties most often go 
well over asking.” 

Carol Kelly,
 CK Auctioneers Mayo
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ging a residential property helps to get the best possible
price?

32% 
“Extremely 

helpful”

54% think it’s 
“Very helpful”

13% 
 “Not so helpful”

2%
 “N

ot at all helpful”

If you stage the home 
properly, it will entice higher 
end buyers to preview and 

submit an o�er”
Frank McManus, 

Realtor Greater Ormond 
Beach Realty USA, Inc 
Overseas Member IPAV

WHAT YOU SAID…

808080
property entices buyers to view and o�er? 

“it is worth it.”

Is it easier to sell a blank canvas,

If you stage the home 
properly, it will entice higher 
end buyers to preview and 

submit an o�er”
Frank McManus, 

Realtor Greater Ormond 
Beach Realty USA, Inc 
Overseas Member IPAV

Thanks so much to all our members who took part and submitted their 
thoughts - we wish we could have included them all. If you want to take 
part in The Big Debate in the future, keep an eye out for our email.
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If you are buying a security service your 
provider must be licensed by the PSA even  
if their primary business is not security.
 
Electricians, Property & Facilities Management Companies,  
and others providing security services must be licensed.

Using unlicensed providers puts your business at risk as  
you could:

•Face Prosecution

•Invalidate your insurance cover

•Compromise the safety of your staff and customers

To ensure that your security provider is licensed 
with the PSA visit www.psa-gov.ie
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